
Re: problem with gdb
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From: Brian O'Shea (b_oshea_at_yahoo.com)
Date: 04/27/04

Date: Mon, 26 Apr 2004 18:40:52 −0700 (PDT)
To: GiZmen <gizmen@blurp.one.pl>, freebsd−hackers@freebsd.org

−−− GiZmen <gizmen@blurp.one.pl> wrote:
> > On Sunday, 25 April 2004 at 20:42:07 +0200, GiZmen wrote:
> > > Hello,
> > >
> > > I have problem with gdb. When i start gdb as a regular user or even user
> > > i wheel group, i cant debug program that i want. I start gdb with my
> program
> > > and i set breakpoint and i run this program. And i do not stop i this
> > > breakpoint. gdb prints output and this message:
> > >
> > > Program exited normally.
> > > You can't do that without a process to debug.
> > >
> > > and it return to gdb prompt.
> > >
> > > When i do the the same as root it works perfectly. I dont have any
> > > idea what is the cause of this problem.

When you run the program in a debugger as root, the program also runs as
root. Is it possible that there are some other permission problems (such
as file permissions that the program relies upon) that change the logic
of your program when it is run by root, vs. by another user?

For example, if the breakpoint is set in code that is only executed when
a file open succeeds, it might not reach the code where the breakpoint
is set (but it would reach the breakpoint if run by a priveleged user
such as root).

if ((fd = open("/etc/passwd", O_RDWT) != −1) {
    ...
    /* your breakpoint set in here somewhere */
    ...
}

Cheers,
−brian
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