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<http://www.e-valid.com>

How does WebSite quality track with company size and reputation?

How well do big companies WebSites compare? Can we learn something
by studying the technical properties of these big company's

WebSites?

In an earlier in—depth study we detailed some partial answers to
this question; see:

<http://www.soft.com/eValid/Customers/Europe/England/FT/ft.article.html>

But what about a web surfer's very, very initial experience? What

you might call the "speed of first encounter” experience. What
happens when someone goes to the very topmost page of a WebSite?
For just these pages alone, how do the FT-150 sites compare?

Experimental Setup

To find out we used eValid's record/play capability to record total
page download times.

The playback script downloads the top page of the each of the 150+
sites with eValid set up to run with an empty cache, exactly the way
you would download the page the very first time you navigate to that
page. The full page timings are reported in the Performance Log.

We ran the test script on fast DSL connections. From our office
here in San Francisco, we ran the test 10 times and averaged the
data. We ran the same test from Eastern Canada, from France, and
from South Africa, all with similar speed web connections. each
page, To minimize the effect of web latency all the test downloads
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were run in quick succession. As a result, the performance data
differences we observed are due to primarily to variations between
the particular WebSite's server capabilities and not on web latency
or "last mile" factors.

Results

Here is a sampling of the results we found. Some were expected;
some were amazing.

0 The achieved download rate varied by nearly 16:1. Because the
r
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